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DEDICATION

For all members of BACDA-USA
So we may be bound
By this official document in Love
Actilag as one body
In unity andigespect for one another
; ';- pursuit of
Dey w nd happiness

‘}7}""5 ll Mankind.

vl h'.

oy B |

Oy. out ’*';;i"f- tuate,
Mindful of ounire

e e eqqe
ponsibility to leave S in' Willing to
act as a cata Jst-for € prog and prosperity of yeople everywhere.

Resolved to collaborate with persons and groups that share our objectives and goals,
determined to forge unity among the Bakossi people and to use our diversity to
advantage.

Do hereby ordain and establish this Constitution as the foundation of BACDA-USA.
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ARTICLE I: THE ASSOCIATION, JURISDICTION, MOTTO AND LANGUAGE

A. NAME OF THE ASSOCIATION
The Association shall be known as BAKOSSI CULTURAL and DEVELOPMENT
ASSOCIATION, USA, herein under referred to as BACDA-USA.

B. JURISDICTION

The Jurisdiction of BACDA-USA shall be North America.

C. MOTTO ,
The motto of BACDA-USA shz "-?F;]-I Peace, and Progress.

D. LANGUAGE 5 'fl"ll;l::(

The official language of BAC JS ]

> Akosse and English. All members of
BACDA USA shall endéator '}wl""“

and wherever necessary.

ARTICLE II: PURPOSE
A. PURPOSE
icated to the nurturing

he Bakossi.
vaneing education and

here.

otions as well

h its

-
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@ T iz

L
-

[

L
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ARTICLE I1I: MEMEBERSHIP
BACDA-USA membership shall be open to all decedents of NGOE from the Bakossi clan and
their spouse’s resident in the United States of America. The association shall have four (4)

classes of membership.

A. FULL MEMBERSHIP

Full membership shall be open togall pérsons originating from Bakossi, or through marriage,
belonging to a chapter. Such H‘g‘. ) shall be effective through registration, regular
meeting attendance and paymentie embership dues and levies. Such attendance and
payments shall not be less ¢
B. INDEPENDENT MEMBERSHI .
Independent membéis shall compris i; eI «I;f‘ ogaresesident in areas where there are no
chapters. Such | gistration, regular meeting attendance
and payment o natiomal level. Such attendance and
payments shallsbe'no 1

si p 1S visi , non-
‘ﬁa" 'i l‘l pn1t1 *ﬁ " outst: ‘:_. yttion: b the ideals
’F‘ }‘“1‘ E‘@’“
n€etings and
the general

xecutive

ARTICLE V: MEMBERSHIP OBLIGATIONS
A. Members of BACDA-USA shall be required to adhere to its constitution and any amendments

thereto, as well as all its resolutions and bylaws. They shall also participate in all BACDA-
USA endeavors, attend meetings, meet financial obligations and contribute to its development.
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ARTICLE VI: SANCTIONING OF MEMBERS

A. Two unjustifiable and consecutive absences from National Convention payment of seventy
(75) percent of financial obligations shall be considered a loss membership at the national level.

ARTICLE VII: ORGANS AND FUNCTIONS

A. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1. The General Assembly .'.y'ﬂtff_; upreme organ of the organization independent,
dependent and honor: -\j,,_,‘ Yém(
2. It shall formulate a icies and laws. up yearly objectives, executive committee,
}'1’-.. and def iS'financial disbursement of association funds.

delegate various fi act
3. Resolutions and*deCis eneral Assembly shall be consider law.

B. BACDA-USA CHAPTER

1. BACDZ

bylay

living within and governed by

A\-USA
Metro area chapter

embly. It

arbitrate and

 SS1S tant SCeretary

reasurer
" inancial Secre arY il e
g. Organizing Secretary
h. Committee Chairpersons
i. Chapter Presidents
j. Protocol officer
k. Advisers
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3. FUNCTIONS OF NEC OFFICERS

The President

a. The BACDA-USA President shall be the Chief Executive officer.
b. He or she shall be elected for a term of office of two (2) years.
c. He or she shall be eligible for reelection once
d. The President shall:
i. Presidéjover General Assembly and NEC meetings
ii. Be th& primary spokesperson for, and representative of,
BA@DASWSA.
gsure the @nforcement of BACDA-USA Constitution and its

1il.

and financial situation of BACDA-USA at
Fasawell as the status of planned programs.
disbursements and be a signatory to the
nts.
‘during his or her term of office and a
Setings as and when necessary.
g association.
“inallilegal matters, in conjunction

s, renewable

o
A i Theab
= UDA Ne,.abSence or
=

CDA-

A USA both

o ool

L timely. manner
=

'ﬁﬁ 1's seal.

ecretary-General

PAssistant SeCrotaryLgneral shal
1. Assume the duties of the Secretary-General in his/her
absence.
il. Perform other duties as shall be delegated by the Secretary-
General.

7|Page



Treasurer
a. The Treasurer shall:
1. Collect and be custodian of all assets and liabilities, and the enforcer
of all financial policies.
ii.  Maintain duplicates of all financial transactions and be responsible for
all banking agfiyities.
iii.  Be a signatoryfat the bank on behalf of the organization.
iv.  Present a waitterup-to-date account of the association's assets at the
General ASsen
v.  Be thepo 1t egarding the IRS and the keeper of all tax records.
vi. Col ind re 0] | 1n ship and chapter dues as well as other fees

hlx

Vil. ittee budgets to the NEC where such

the Committee Chairpersons.

cords from those of the
s, investment and
ecretary.

accurate and up-

eports to the

;b‘Ji'.v’tﬁ.a.i' sponsible for
' t, arrange
1ts as shall be

] “ J)COL'U

\CDA-USA deliberations, ahd;shallcarry erdties as shall be
specified by the Presidents . &
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ARTICLE VIII: LEGAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
A. The legal affairs committee shall, in conjunction with the President, represent BACDA-USA
in all legal matters. It shall be responsible for the:

1.

O &

ARTICLE IX: COMMITTEE C
A. The General Assemb
objectives for any give
B. Each committee
C. The Chairperso
USA membegsawh
mandate as
D. The Chai
prior te
E. The cos

chapters or geo graphlcal locations.

Interpretation of the BACDA-USA constitution and its Bylaws, in collaboration with
the NEC.

Updating of BACDA-USA members on changes in US immigration laws.
Supervision of the Electoral Ad Hoc Committee of five members.

Addition of amendments to tlig Bylaws and the Constitution.

Handing over process from administration to the next.

All BACDA-USA archiv

selected by the General Assembly.
ompetent and willing BACDA-
and carry out the committee's

y shall present their plans

BACDA-USA.

S except as
- USA

evenue ofea nventlon shal 5 as-Pos ¢ ate st BACDA-USA

Decisions taken at the General Assembly meetings shall be binding.

It shall advise the President as to the venue of the next convention

The General Assembly shall proceed with Business only after a quorum of seventy-
five (75) percent of members is attained.

Resolutions shall be adopted on the basis of a simple majority of members present.
General assembly meetings shall take precedence over refreshments or entertainment
by the host chapter.
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C. NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (NEC) MEETINGS

1. NEC meetings shall be held not less than twice a year and shall be convened by the
President of BACDA-USA in consultation with NEC member.

2. A quorum shall be attained when fifty (50) percent of the NEC members are present.

3. Decisions taken by the NEC shall be binding.

4. Resolutions taken by the NBE shall not be in contravention to the provisions of the
Constitution and General A bly decisions.

D. EMERGENCY MEETINGS

1. Emergency meetl 0 2 . be aedeither by the President or fifty (50) percent of
yrojeets that require immediate action.
esident, shall be authorized to form Ad

ected and supervised by
conduct elections in

and.be voted

J‘ ii' ittee ‘H

of nominat ates Legal

and announce

| DA-USA,
ed to hand
han one

F. ELIGIBILITY AND TERMS OF OFFICE

1. BACDA-USA Officers shall be nominated and elected from amongst the assembled
members

2. By a simple majority vote members in good standing may not be denied the right to
vote in absentia.

3. Inthe event of an unavoidable vacancy, the President shall appoint a member to fill
such vacancy. Appointments so made shall be confirmed by NEC.
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4. The term of office shall be two (2) years for elected Officials. They may be eligible
for reelection once

Voting shall be done by secret ballot for all posts.

6. Candidates for any office shall be bona-fide full and/or independent members.

W

G. ELECTED OFFICERS

1. Each executive member shalllbe elected separately, except the President who shall be
elected along with his/her ginnifig mate.

2. In the event of a first plage wj equent balloting shall be held to determine the
winner. o

3. Any elected office 3ACDA-USA be dismissed from office in the event of

5 d B

gross misconductgas % ed i
4. Officers who fail .2 clite
S

e ed to them shall be held in contempt.

They shall be _sie j}. . Titing 1 ¢ and, if need be, dismissed from
office. sl .

5. Prior to therent ffice before the end of his /her term
of office 3 ' Assembly.

H. VACANCY W1

within 30 days.
( C meets in an

approve of,
embers
erson who

d over
voted into
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ARTICLE XI: FINANCIAL PROVISIONS
A. FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

1. The financial sources of BACDA-USA shall be as follows:
i.  Annual membership dues as shall be specified by the General Assembly
ii. Levies ear-marked for specific programs
iii. Tax deductible donati®ns.
iv. Investment ventures
v. Net proceeds fromgocialkand fund-raising events.
2. Seventy-five (75) percenfl -r‘i‘ ds generated from conventions shall be allocated
to NEC and twenty-fige (2 entite the host chapter.
3. A Convention finag 7 sued by the financial secretaries of both the
host Chapter and ¢ '} \ i twio (2) months after the Convention. Shares
of the proceedsghdll be distribute ;-'h. b

B. FUNDING OF THE PR

nual amount of $2.000.00 for
ems such as personal thank
bills, and reports.

The President §
purposes of i 'ﬁ
you note

C. BANKING

ecki g accounts.
Onh accounts.

{lil diate

flapproval of
Ssembly.
eneral

Committee.

6. All Committee Chairpersons shall be audited on an annual basis by an Adhoc Audit
Committee.

7. Financial impropriety shall be pursued legally and otherwise.

8. The President's petty cash account shall be reviewed annually by the NEC.
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ARTICLE XII: RESOLUTIONS, AMENDMENTS, AND RATIFICATIONS
A. RESOLUTIONS

Any resolution adopted by the General Assembly shall become law. Amendments to such
laws shall be ratified by the General Assembly.

B. AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTI @&

1. Any proposal to amend thi itution shall be submitted to the Chairman of the

Legal affairs Committeg/iv W circulate it to full and independent members of
BACDA-USA.
2. All proposals shall re Se "-- por for debate and voted on by the General
Assembly. No abs ]] ’ epted.
C. RATIFICATION g

This Constitution “'1 oy j '!' . fi‘ v where it shall be debated. It

shall require th : ‘ 0 '"'T": e General Assembly for

adoption.

ARTICLE XII : B

A. BYLA "'*}

l'
al

H his/her

. R
=

———

11"-|‘-l-.r'l-""'-..

=
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ARTICLE XV: DISSOLUTION
A. DISSOLUTION

1. BACDA-USA shall be dissolved by a petition signed by seventy-five (75) percent of
all members and submitted to the Legal Affairs Committee, which shall present the
proposal to the General Assembly for a vote. A ninety (90) percent approval vote
shall be required for dissoluti

2. Upon dissolution, the Associ

jon shall settle all BACDA-USA outstanding financial

obligations. )
3. The Legal Affairs Comuif TJ'T“. be required to follow the Internal Revenue Service

(IRS) rules for dissolying'! SA.
4. The Association shg Ispose
that are subject to RS
Foundations. AdysSuch asse
jurisdiction (S uaj:l
#

sets by donating them to other organizations
ader 501(c)(3) of the Rules governing IRS
hall be handled by the.court of
incorporate.

The abo 1aving been adopted upon due'deliberation andiendorsement of at least two-thirds
z¢ Fprovisions of the

as verified by the

sand and

us . BACDA USA
id act
1 done on the

f B

“!

hi§ day

.i

|

Nationa
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