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ARTICLE I - GOALS

Promote economic, academic and social empowerment among the Bakossi in the
Diaspora and Cameroon.

Promote a networking forum for BACDA-USA members.

Encourage fraternity amongst the Bakossi through cultural and social interactions
with other groups.

Foster cultural integration in
laws.

Impart the spirit of self-

host country, the USA, in strict compliance with its
Bakossi community in the USA.
ARTICLE 1I - NATION/ AL | ﬁ “UTIVE COMMITTEE (NEC)

. There shall be no mo Vo si NEC meetings'a year. a
. Subsequent meeting "‘715. condu n NE e-8ro por by teleconferencing if

necessary.

. NEC member engou ': g 1tome *1 nade on NEC e-group forum by
members. Such pe sting i dllf Spo ses 'p_t » espectful.
. The Presid [ ‘

shall b ] lember of AL L. committees. He/She
shall thet mr . € consultative manner
andp pate 1n the deliber: s of any con ce he /she s

\ ) 1fy attendees.

determinedias_follews: The ation C 11 (e inction with the

national President and treasurer will € any member nomlnated to be featured

is current on national dues.

b. The national President shall be entitled to a petty cash account of two thousand
($2000.00) dollars per budgetary period.

c. All other privileges shall be conferred as maybe determined on a case by case basis in
general assembly through Executive or other member initiatives.
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d. Members have the right to vote at conventions in absentia provided Article VI (m) is
observed.

ARTICLE V - GROSS MISCONDUCT/SANCTIONS

BACDA members shall conduct themselves with the utmost respect during deliberations
and in their relationship with each other.

Disruption of deliberations by hawilish attitudes such as finger pointing, coarse or
offensive language, use of expletiy@s and swear words etc. shall be punishable by a fine
not to exceed $50.00. "

Any BACDA-USA member w
shall be suspended and/or ¢
Any BACDA-USA memberw
a member on the e- grog
Complaints of gross
which shall ascerta
to the president.
The national pi
A suspended a

L Shgh it battery or an assault on another member
;: i ; m association.
1 ) yuid guilty of making insulting remarks about

ti ting, to the Legal Affairs Committee;
ion. Such finding shall be presented

0ss misconduct.
a written apology with a

t.
repancies should be
mds for continued
| al remedies.

!1=.Ii|_'| L]

A. !!I §
'ﬂ n Lﬁfﬁ"

elections.
iGipants

ecretary-

‘Obtained.
mediately.

and other electoral paraphernalia.
Candidates may present their candidature through BACDA e group or through any other
means they deem effective.

The rights of candidates to seek obtain and announce endorsements shall not be abridged
at any time during the electoral process.
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k. Presidential candidates may make a list of members of their cabinets, provided that such
list or members shall not be made public prior to Election Day and such members are
nominated from the floor.

1. Only candidates who are financially up-to-date both local and nationally shall be eligible
to vote and be voted.

m. The Chairman of the Legal Affairs Committee, in collaboration with chapter presidents
and the national financial secretary shall ascertain eligibility.

n. No candidate may nominate or befl@minated in absentia.

0. Candidates for the post of BACDA=WSA President and their running mates shall each be
given twenty (20) minutes to pre at their platform They shall answer not less than two
questions asked by the Electo "'ﬂf-! e. Such questions shall be amongst those
submitted to the Electoral G eneral Assembly.

p. The new BACDA-USA ittee shall be presented to members by
the out-going natlonal

-F'n

a. Committee cha 1sis of expertise and

b. Experience in a pz

c. Committeg - hairy elf-appointment.

d. Committee'chairs may resign-ie irpost by noti '0‘4'1._-_1 SA national
president.in writing torthis e 1€ pr'is'ﬁt shall inform NE “Such resignation.

e ttee chairs shall attend all NEC meefings. « - ' 4%

- oS LRt Ay

f. LM _.,‘gﬁi_-;‘;=~'-- : I CDA nbetS,0f a'committee vacancy and

)1

1ES
I i

Pres n"’li"lr"u..'!‘.

S ldget

Nl s )
oy ﬁ-” 'a‘fu

'. /\ 1d hoc
purpo al transactio
A Au gials involved'in financidl transa
particular y nan ‘ J
c. Inorderto effectlvely carry out its responsSibilities, the audit committee shall request all
the documents it deems necessary from the officials concerned. = Such documents must
be made available not later than one month from the effect of the date of such request.
d. In the event of non-respect of this time frame, the audit committee shall duly inform the
NEC for appropriate action.
e. The audit committee shall present is report to the general assembly after notifying NEC
and the officials audited of its findings.
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The president of the host chapter of a convention shall submit a financial report to the
national financial secretary not later than one month after the convention.

. The national financial secretary shall submit the convention report to the NEC via the e-
group not later one week of receipt of the report from the host chapter president.

. All bank statements shall be chronologically documented and filed.

The Financial Secretary shall follow up with members who present dishonored checks, so
these persons could repay the amount including all bank charges withheld by the bank.
The National Treasurer shall deposi#all funds collected on BACDA-USA behalf in its
Bank account within three busineggiddays of collection.

funds shall be immediately handed to the National

. Following an annual convention# I
Treasurer by the host chapter ",F! 1 annual convention, all financial issues shall
At gasurer and host chapter)

immediately be resolved befween national
ﬁ;‘fr'i ‘: v,"'_ 1 host chapter for expenses incurred

The NEC shall reimburset
within two weeks afte eipt a».,:l.. e ;ﬂ-! Si€Xpense report.
ves shall | W‘ﬂ-ll’ e Financial Secretary to ensure
onable sated income.

. All fund raising initiat evie
TION AND'SALES.OF ARTIFACTS

ole purpose of raising

“due authorization, and
@ quantity and the

@ record of

The president shall present a budget at the beginning of the fiscal year or the start of the
term or not later than 60 days into the term.

. That budget may be submitted to the NEC via the net.

It shall include expected/project travel expenses, committee expenses, convention
expenses, (to include artifacts, T-shirts, etc).
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or

f.

g.

h.

The president shall say how much he has at his disposal at the time. If he has or envisages
a deficit, how he proposes to deal with it? What revenues is he expecting? The budget
shall not include any money ear marked in a lock box for development in Ekorseh.

ARTICLE XIII - CONVENTIONS

of members attending.
orn during the general assembly.
ial secretary and/or treasurer shall be

Chapter presidents shall call the rg
Chapters shall wear their local us
Host chapter members and na
responsible for convention
Convention spending shott
convention spending sh
A loss or gain from t
national. (All fund

g with the initial budget. (All planned

2d to by the NEC and hosting chapter)
gala shall'be Shared between the local chapter and

}? C on'ex e_ or annual dues, lock box finances,

special prOJects and '1" n h . ens'chosen by specific donors shall
be tallied as “gr0Ss -- ne”ifor ¢ I? uth®gized or pre-approved

convention exp e shall be .a} 1ed ast nve al expenditure. The
difference -.'5" he two sha | 4 ifected by the constitution.)
Vendors at't S ha '_: t prior authoriz 4 he NEGiand where necessary,

they shé

pnventions shall

Outgoing NEE€ipresid a-check off list of amy.and'all BACDA properties
and records in his/her possession. .
The out going president should hold a formal handing over ceremony, which shall be
granted space in convention programming, however little. A record shall be kept of the
check off list that is signed by the outgoing and incoming President.

h) Official copies of all BACDA USA records, newsletters, snail mail, financial records,
etc, whether in e-file or hard copy shall be carefully archived, given announced official
chain of custody and preserved. Those asking questions, research, and investigations or
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audits shall be made aware of how to access these records as may be authorized by the
NEC.

ARTICLE XV - SPECIAL PROJECTS

a. All monies paid to Committees fog§pecial projects in Cameroon should be supported by
transfer slips and other relevant suntentation showing transfer and receipt of funds.

b. BACDA should approach lend€r rT 1ancial institutions, donors and foundations etc
to solicit funds for project:

c. Levied funds for special pt

d. Written reports of specidly
conventions. 'y

ted at the chapter level.
ed at NEC meetings, e-group and

ion, BACDA-USA.

o
‘ d constitution

5 § i g &
Associatig 1eans Bakossi Cultural and Development
Matters rel .'“- e he daytoida: pretatio # A

po o

it least two-

ovisions of
erified by
i d and

'..:‘. :‘ 0 1 to the
"-io:.. stitution

£

. From this day
henceforth, all shall honor this document as the Constitution of the BACDA-USA

National President Legal Affair Chair
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