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THE STATE OF OUR UNION 

20th ANNIVERSARY CONVENTION, JULY 16TH 2010, WASHINGTON, D. C, 

The Behons, 
N.E.C Members, 
Distinguished delegates, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 

    On behalf of the National Executive Committee (NEC), I welcome you all to 
Washington D.C, host of the 2010 BACDA-USA 20TH Anniversary Celebration. We 
thank the Good Lord for all the blessings bestowed on us and our families here and at 
home, and ask Him to continue to bless us in all our endeavors. For the loved ones that 
we lost over the past year, may we please rise for a moment of silence in their honor 
(All Rise). May their souls RIP. Please be seated; thank you. For our loved ones who 
are currently sick, we ask God Almighty to stretch His healing Hands on them as we 
continue to keep them all in our prayers. 

    Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to seize this opportunity to thank you all for 
making it possible for us to serve this great association. The challenges that we face are 
enormous, but with your support, we are committed to holding the torch of BACDA-USA 
and Ekosse high. 

       BACDA-USA has come a long way. Twenty years ago we started off as BASU 
(Bakossi Students Union). As students, we had very limited resources to bring about 
any meaningful development in our area. When the members of BASU started 
transitioning into professionals, we deemed it necessary to start giving back to our 
community. It is out of this idea that BACDA-USA was subsequently born in a 
convention in Atlanta 

SOME OF BACDA-USA’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS OVER 20 YEARS 
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  1.  BACDA USA has embarked on several fund-raising activities over the years to 
enable it accomplish its goals. We put together over $13,000.00 towards the 
construction of a mortuary in Ekosse. We did not need to build one after all, but those 
funds are still available in a CD for subsequent use. 

   2.  The Health Committee over the years carried out  medication and sheets drives as 
well as a sheets drive, and these items benefited our local hospitals. This Committee 
also initiated a Mobile Clinic Project. With the help of GEDEC (an NGO), we were able 
to put together a comprehensive campaign that brought health care closer to the 
people. 

   -3. The Education Committee was able to organize an excellence award ceremony in 
which scholarships were awarded to deserving students from our region. 

   4. Still through our education initiative, trophies were awarded to Bekosse athletes 
who participated and excelled in the annual scholastic sports competition (OSUSC) in 
Cameroon. 

   5. BACDA USA opened two computer labs and pilot libraries in Tombel and Bangem 
in 2007. Computers, printers and books were donated by members and shipped to 
Cameroon to equip these facilities. 

    6. We have also secured a 501C status and there is need for us to use it to 
advantage 

    7.  BACDA USA was able to put in place a Board of Trustees in 2009 to help the 
association accomplish its goals. 

    8.  We have designed a beautiful website which you may visit at www.BACDA.org. I 
urge everyone to contribute ideas on the site. Let’s make it a one stop shop for 
information on Ekosse. 
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    9. In 2008, BACDA USA initiated the A.B.C (All Bakossi Conference) in Bangem. For 
the first time, ladies and gentlemen, the sons and daughters of Ngoe and Sumediang 
the world over came together to brainstorm on various issues and to strategize on 
sustainable development for Ekosse. The 2008 A.B.C in Bangem was historic in terms 
of what it signified and what it has been able to achieve thus far. BACDA-USA has 
maintained a constructive relationship with ABC for development purposes. Both bodies 
have been working together on the road project and BACDA-USA has hailed ABC’s 
efforts to secure a feasibility study for Ekosse roads through the Minister of Public 
Works during the 2010 financial year. 

Although the above efforts failed, the ABC did not give up hope. Finally, through the 
patriotic and dynamic effort of one of our very own sons of the soil, Mr. Marcus 
Ndumbe, engineer and chief of Public Works in Lebialem Division, the ABC and Ekosse 
at large can now boast of the completion of a feasibility study for the Ekosse road 
project. We cannot thank him enough. This is an example of a true patriot, and Ekosse 
will forever be indebted to him. 

 On January 3, 2010, Ms. Olga Ekume and I met some members of ABC in Yaounde, 
namely honorable Albert Ngome Kome, Pr. Paul Ndue, Mr. Felix Sumbele, Pa. Ejede 
Pang Koge and Mr. Esambe Livinus. During this meeting we had fruitful discussions on 
Ekosse development in general and the road project in particular.  

MEET THE PEOPLE TOUR  

  1. In April 2010, in my capacity as National President, I paid a visit to California Bay 
Chapter. As we all know, activities had slowed down in that Chapter. During the 
meeting, we were able to brainstorm on the reasons behind the slow-down and also 
agree on the way forward.  Today, I am proud to say that the California Bay Chapter 
has been revamped and has held at least two meetings since that visit. 
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  2.  On May 1, 2010, the National President also visited the Minnesota Chapter.  We 
deliberated on the activities of the Chapter, the challenges it faces, and possible 
solutions to these challenges. The Chapter suggested that the NEC have a set date for 
our annual conventions. It also advised the NEC to focus on micro-projects such as 
equipping schools and providing clean water supply to the people. 

  3.  On June 5, 2010, I also visited the Washington DC Chapter and participated in its 
chapters meeting during which we discussed the controversial issue relating to the 
award of dance trophies. Together, we were able to arrive at a consensus. 

THE EKOSSE ROAD PROJECT 

1. As far as the Ekosse Road Project is concerned, BACDA -USA has successfully 
established an enlarged broad based road project committee made up of 
members from all its Chapters. This committee, which is chaired by Mr. Linus 
Ngide, has met a few times to discuss the way forward for the road project.  

2. The road project committee is in possession of the feasibility study that was 
conducted by Mr. Marcus Ndumbe. It asked Mr. Giles Njumbe to review the 
document and he made some vital recommendations that the committee has 
noted. 

3. The goal of the committee currently is to prepare the two remaining documents, 
namely an accountability document and a formal grant proposal, to complete the 
file that will be submitted to the World Bank.   

4. To this end, the committee has contacted Dr. Charles Kome Etone of the US 
Department of Agriculture and Dr. Dominic Ntube of the World Bank who are 
conversant with the writing of projects to help out with this endeavor. 

5. Dr. Charles Kome Etone notified me that he is currently in possession of a copy 
of the feasibility study and is in close contact with Mr. Charles Ntungwe of 
AFRIC-MED, and Committee Chair, Mr. Linus Ngide, for them to work 
collaboratively. As you all know, this is a huge project that requires everyone’s 
contribution for us to achieve success. 
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6.  
CHALLENGES FACING BACDA-USA 
1. Chapter leadership not attending  NEC meetings  
2. BACDA-USA  membership non compliance 

a) Inactive chapters 
b) Inactive members 

3. Collection of the fundraising levies (past due levies still outstanding) 

GOALS FOR 2010/2011  

1. Work with the ABC standing committees for projects and fundraising to 
ensure the execution of their various action plans (identification of possible 
projects for submission to the ABC and strategizing on raising funds to 
execute such projects). 

2. Help the ABC plan the upcoming ABC in Tombel in December 2010. 
3. Follow through with all the Atlanta 2009 resolutions. 
4. Strategize and coordinate aggressive fund raising activities within the 

diaspora and Europe toward the road project initiative. 
5. Ensure the execution of the plan of action of the various BACDA USA 

committees namely: Education, Health, Fundraising, Special Projects, Road 
Project and the Legal Affairs Committees as detailed in their various reports. 
 
    Ladies and gentlemen, once again, on behalf of the NEC, I want to thank 
you for the opportunity you have given us to serve this great association. 
Remember always that the NEC is just a phone call away; It has an open 
door policy where your concerns and suggestions are always welcome. I 
hope you all have a memorable time in Washington DC and I wish you and 
your families a healthy and productive year. 


